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Cathy Raggio, Secretary
Maryland Department of Disabilities
Cathy Raggio, well-known in the disability advocacy community, officially began her role as Secretary of the Maryland Department of Disabilities in February 2007.   Having worked in the disabilities arena for more than 30 years, she brings a wealth of experience to the position.  Ms. Raggio was founder and Executive Director of Independence Now, the center for independent living (CIL) serving Montgomery and Prince George’s counties.  Prior to that, she served as Executive Director of the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council and Executive Director of United Cerebral Palsy affiliates in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania and in Prince George’s County, Maryland.  
While at Independence Now, Ms. Raggio established the Maryland Youth Leadership Forum, a four-day program held each summer for high school students with various disabilities that provides students an intensive experience emphasizing leadership, independence and personal and career goal setting.  Throughout her career, Raggio’s passion has been to advance the independence and personal power of people with disabilities. She continues this work at the Maryland Department of Disabilities. 

